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Visit the WMPC website for up to date. 

information on the issues facing pensioners. 

including: the latest “Midland Pensioner” 

activities and campaigns across our Region.  

National Pensioners Convention:  

Bulletins/Newsletters and more 

Go to: https://wmpc.org.uk 

West Midlands Pensioners’ Convention has its own Facebook Group.  You are welcome to 

join our Facebook Group and keep up to date with news and campaigns affecting 

pensioners and those coming up to retirement.  Go too: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/7125023377569919                 

                     

 

 

            

 

The West Midlands Pensioners Convention 

 Campaigns on behalf of Today’s and  

 Tomorrows Pensioners. 

Our main objective is to promote the welfare 

and interests of pensioners, both now and in 

the future, securing dignity, respect, and 

financial security in retirement. 

We have several very active committees, 

including a Transport Group which holds 

regular quarterly meetings with Transport for 

the Midlands (formerly CENTRO). 

Regional Secretary:  
Sandra Durkin: 07860576701 
thedurk@btinternet.com 
wmpcec@gmx.co.uk 
Assistant Regional Secretary:  
Brian Allbutt: 07342264482 
Brian.j.allbutt@hotmail.co.uk 
                             
                     
 
                
                             

We have local and Trade Union branches across our 

Region. Each Branch is entitled to send delegates to 

the Regional Council, which meets on the second 

Thursday of each month (except in January and 

August, when there are no meetings. 

Although our Regional Council meetings are 

delegate based, visitors, friends and guests are very 

much welcome to attend. We also welcome 

applications for membership from non-party 

political organisations of pensioners and retired 

people from across our Region.  Pensioners can also 

become individual members. 

LOCAL BRANCHES OF THE PENSIONERS 

CONVENTION                          

Halesowen: Bob Davies 07810185318          

North Staffs: David Hampton 01782 201724                                       

 Solihull: Alan Thomas: 0121 705 3342                      

Sandwell & West Birmingham:                                          

 Brian Allbutt: 07342264482 

 Coventry and Warwickshire BTUAA:  

  Sandra Durkin :07860576701 

  email:  covbptuaa@gmail.com     

Individual Members: Brian Allbutt 07342264482         

email: brian.j.allbutt@hotmail.co.uk                   
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               WEST MIDLAND PENSIONERS CONVENTION                      

                                                             Moving On 

                             This is our Officer and Executive Committee Team  

                Officers                                                                          Executive Committee  

Regional Secretary: Sandra Durkin                                                Women’s Reserved Place (3)                                                                                         

Regional Chair: Yvonne Washbourne (Wash)                                Three Vacancies                                          

 Regional Vice Chair: Maureen Wade                                           Men’s Reserved Places (3) 

Treasurer: Pat Collins                                                                      Santokh Singh Sahota 

Assistant Regional Secretary: Brian Allbutt                                   Bob Davies 

Women’s Officer: Caroll Sewell                                                       Ralph Nock 

Transport Secretary: Yvonne Washbourne 

Press and Campaign Officer: Ian Scott 

I.T. Manager: David Humphreys 

 

 

Pensioners possess a wealth of Knowledge, experience & talent that 

needs to be harnessed, we have worked all our lives are the 

backbone of societies gains, e.g. Health, Education, housing & social 

campaigns etc. Futures that are worth fighting for not just for us but 

benefit to future generations. Becoming editor to the WMPC 

newspaper will assist in bringing together pensioners' concerns & 

initiatives that cannot be overlooked but bring to the forefront of making our voices heard. 

 

Ian Scott.  

WMPC  

Press and Campaign Officer     

 

  

 

 



The Crisis in Palliative and End of Life Care 

Right across our region hospices are struggling financially.  

Mary Stevans Hospice in Stourbridge is typical, there the Chief Executive, Claire Towns, is on record as 

saying “funding for the hospice sector is no longer fit for purpose as they faced an operating deficit of 

£500,000. The Mary Ann Evans Hospice, in Nuneaton and North Warwickshire, have been forced to close 

their Lymphoedema Services. St Giles Hospice in Lichfield are facing a financial deficit of £1.5m The 

Birmingham Hospice, which now includes the St Mary’s Hospice in Selly Oak and Erdington’s John Taylor 

Hospice, is facing a projected £2 m income short fall. And in Coventry, the Myton Hospices (covering 

Coventry, Rugby and Warwick) have warned that the national funding gap threatens the future of hospice 

care services. 

With nearly 60% of hospices across England cutting or planning to cut front line services this year, making 

skilled and valued staff redundant and leaving hundreds of beds lying unused because hospices cannot 

afford the staff to run them. At the same time specialist community visits have fallen by 150,000 a year, 

despite rising demand.  

It is clear that the funding of specialist hospice services by the NHS of only 37%, leaving the hospice sector 

reliant on fundraising initiatives is totally unacceptable. 

The crisis in the delivery of palliative care across England cannot be resolved by increased government 

funding of the hospice sector alone. And that solutions to the crisis in Palliative and End of Life Care should 

not be driven by private profit and should avoid the American model of provision. Where end of life 

provision has proven attractive and lucrative to large private companies 

  Recent research by Marie Curie estimates that nearly one in three people in England die without 

adequate care and support, that’s around 170.000 people each year and without immediate intervention 

by the government the failure to deliver adequate end of life care and support will deteriorate even 

further with demand projected to increase by 25% by 2048. 

 With the Government’s Interim Statement on their proposed Modern Service Framework for Palliative 

and End of Life Care unlikely to deliver the fundamental changes needed:  

 Keep Our NHS Public are calling for: 

 *An immediate uplift in the Government  funding of Hospice services from the current 37%.  

*Palliative and End of Life Care should be fully funded by the UK Government.  

*End the Commissioning of End-of-Life Care by Integrated Care Boards (required by the Health and Social 

Care Act 2022.  

*Palliative and End of Life Care should be available to all who need it 24/7.   

*Palliative End of Life Care should be publicly funded and Universally Accessible.  

*Palliative End of Life Care should be provided by not-for-profit organisations alongside the NHS And 

should be embedded in every Neighbourhood Health Service. 

*There should be compulsory Palliative and End of Life training for all health and social care staff, including 

GP’s, Paramedics and emergency teams. 

Sources: Department of Health and Social Care, Marie Curie, Hospice UK and Keep Our NHS Public. 

 



 

The latest escalation in the United States policy towards Cuba is not just a change in approach- it is economic 

warfare. . Washington has formerly adopted a doctrine of energy starvation, a deliberate intensification of 

the 67-year siege. This flagrant violation of international law has been ruthlessly engineered to achieve the 

regime change that the US has been unable to achieve in almost seven decades. 

To understand the cruelty of this strategy, one must examine its recent trajectory. In January 2026 .an 

Executive Order declaring a spurious “national emergency “and cynically branding Cuba a “threat”  and 

authorised tariffs and secondary sanctions on anyone supplying fuel to Cuba, successfully disrupting vital 

supply lines. On MAY 1, 2026 -a day historically dedicated to working class solidarity- the Us Administration 

doubled down, broadening sanctions to target foreign entities operating within Cuba’s energy, defence, 

mining, financial, and security sectors. This surgical attempt to sever our lifelines aims to make our crisis 

permanent. 

This economic strangulation is accompanied by aggressively enforcing extra territorial sanctions, the US is 

treating allied nations as vassals -assaulting the sovereign rights of every country, including British firms, to 

independently trade with Cuba.  

The humanitarian toll on our health care system is particularly devastating. Prior to 2018, Cuba had an infant 

mortality rate of 4.00 per thousand live births. By 2026, this had surged to 9.9- representing 1,800 

preventable infant deaths directly tied to tightened US sanctions. Life expectancy has dropped. 

Currently,69% of essential medicines are unavailable, resulting in a back log of 100,000 surgeries. Power cuts 

endanger incubators s machines and ambulances remain unused for lack of fuel. 

More than £500,000 has been raised and six consignments of aid have 

already reached Cuba. These shipments have sent medicines, surgical 

equipment, hospital beds, mobility aids, diagnostic equipment, PPE and 

other relief supplies to Cuban hospitals and clinics. 

Now, as shortages deepen and fuel restrictions threaten food 

distribution, Cuba Vive has expanded to include emergency food aid. 

Email office@cuba-solidarity.org.uk 

 

I was particularly struck by the accounts of the resilience of the people of Cuba who are experiencing 

increasing hardship as a result of the tightening of blockades under Trumps's regime. I welcome the 

decision of the WMPC to give financial support to local campaigning and the international appeal for 

food and medical aid.  Sandra Durkin: Regional Secretary      

 

       

mailto:office@cuba-solidarity.org.uk


  Birmingham Needs to go Pesticide Free 

 

Why we need to act. 

We are living in a time of rapid biodiversity loss 

and there is growing evidence that pesticides are 

contributing to this, whilst also having a negative 

impact on human health. Pesticides are used to 

help farmers grow food in a more intensive way 

and improve the aesthetics of gardens, parks and 

other public green spaces — but removing pests 

and weed seeds from the environment disrupts 

the habitats and food webs that our wildlife relies 

on to survive. The effects of pesticides on bees are 

well documented, but the impacts on other 

wildlife are just as serious and far less publicised. A report by Friends of the Earth explains how easy it is for 

other creatures to be unintentionally harmed: 

• Crop sprays drift outside the intended spraying area. *Residues in soils affect soil quality and 

structure and can be toxic to soil-living organisms. *Residues are blown across fields and landscapes 

when fields are ploughed. *Chemicals leach into soils and onwards into rivers and watercourses, 

affecting aquatic life. *When birds eat worms and insects, pesticide residues move up through the 

food chain. *When herbicides kill plants regarded as weeds, they remove vital sources of food and 

shelter for wildlife. 

Birmingham can go pesticide-free. 

Many local councils across the UK and cities around the world have already gone pesticide-free — and 

Birmingham could be next. There are plenty of cheaper and more environmentally friendly alternatives 

available. 

Birmingham Friends of the Earth is campaigning for pesticide-free soil in our parks and green spaces, to 

nourish, protect and sustain our wildlife. We are calling on Birmingham City Council to produce and 

implement a no-pesticide strategy, including: 

• A complete ban on the use of all pesticides including herbicides, insecticides and fungicides. *Stop 

spraying weeds. *Go organic with all seeds and bulbs. *Use only peat-free compost. *Use organic 

growing practices when caring for all council-owned spaces. *Ensure that council-owned spaces 

take into account all biodiversity. *Engage at ward level during implementation and ensure the 

strategy applies equally across all wards. 

Take Action What you can do. 

Despite the devastating impacts that pesticides have on people’s health, the environment and biodiversity, 

Birmingham City Council continues to use them regularly. Here’s how you can help push for change: 

1. Write to your councillor — ask them to support our campaign for a pesticide-free Birmingham.   

2. Ask your community or campaign group to support the Save Our Soil campaign. 

3. Volunteer with us — join our campaign team and help make a difference. 

               Birmingham Friends of the Earth: The Warehouse, 54-57, Alison Street, B5 5TH 



                 Demo Happy 
 For the first time in my life(!), I took part in a 

demonstration last month, in London.  

The event was organised on Saturday 28th March by 

Together Alliance (www.togetheralliance.org.uk). Many 

different bodies such as trade unions and human rights 

groups collaborated in arranging a march to protest 

against the rise of the Far Right, anti-immigrant lobby. 

 Last September, a rally in London led by Tommy 

Robinson (real name Stephen Yaxley-Lennon) promoting racism and fascism was claimed to 

have over 100,000 supporters. At this latest event the organisers hoped to match that or 

even exceed it. Generally, I think figures which are extremely high or low are usually 

exaggeration or wishful thinking; nonetheless my own estimate is that around 100,000 

turned out on this occasion.  

The main march began in Park Lane, went along Piccadilly, Regent Street, and finished in 

Whitehall, where speeches were made. There was a music event in Trafalgar Square later. 

Two smaller, supplementary marches also took place. 

Joining with the main group in the square. Little did I know that our very 

own Sarah Honeysett was also there, walking with another section of the 

march. Sarah kindly provided the picture on the left. As you can see it was 

really well attended. Not widely reported, unfortunately; there was no 

trouble, so it seems it was not newsworthy enough for the media. 

Why does this matter to us as pensioners? First, as citizens and as human 

beings, we should take an interest in what is going on in the society in 

which we live and play our part in forming the character of that society. Second, the coming 

generations will have to live with the results of the choices we make. What sort of world do 

we want to leave behind us? Third, what are the motives of the Far Right? Fourth, what are 

the consequences for us if the Far Right succeed in their aims? Lack of space precludes further 

development of these points for now, later this year, maybe. 

Would I do it again? Yes, if I can: we need to come together to show support for policies of 

hope and unity and reject hatred and division. 

, Disclaimer: These remarks are made in a personal capacity and do not necessarily represent 

the views of NSPC. Alan Kraft Treasurer GREY POWER 7 Honeysett’s Histories 

With thanks to Alan Kraft and North Staffs Pensioners Convention 

 



 

Celebrating David Williams 25 Years of Service to the 

West Midlands Pensioners Convention 

 

     

     David Williams receiving a gift of thanks from the Regional Chair Yvonne Washbourne 

                                   And Regional Secretary Sandra Durkin 

                            West Midlands Pensioners Convention Annual General Meeting 

                                                 Thursday April 9 th 2026                               

  
I first became involved in the WMPC in 2013 with some trepidation - would this just be just another forum for 

people to moan about how badly pensioners are treated? Then I met David Williams who has not only done a 

fantastic job as our Treasurer but has also brought his lifelong trade union experience to contribute to our 

decisions about our involvement in wider campaigns. Sandra Durkin: WMPC Regional Chair 

  

“I have the greatest admiration for David’s commitment to the West Midlands Pensioners Convention. To serve 

twenty-five years as our Regional Treasurer is  really quite remarkable. In the time that I have known and 

worked alongside David he  has carried out his role as our Regional Treasurer with not only efficiency, 

knowledge and integrity; but also, with humility and kindness and dedication. Thank you David”. 

Brian Allbutt: WMPC Assistant Regional Secretary 

 

My earliest memory of David is the halcyon days of 1990’s when WMPC Meetings were held in the Council 

Chamber of Birmingham’s Council House and David was newly retired from Seven Trent Water. 

Since then, I’ve learned he’s the most friendly and considerate person I know and proud to call friend. 

Keith Coggins: WMPC Regional Auditor and longstanding friend and colleague 

 

“Thank you David” for all those years of dedication, I am sure you will be sadly missed. 

As past Chairwoman of the West Midlands Pensioners’ Convention I personally thank you David for your 

friendship and input as Treasurer for all those years. 

Dorothy Lamb.  

  



                                      

         Will an Andy Burnham led Labour Government tackle the crisis in NHS Corridor Care 

More than 2,000 patients were cared for in hospital corridors or makeshift treatment areas in England 

every day last month, according to official data, after NHS England published figures on “corridor care” 

for the first time , covering treatments that do not take place in a clinically appropriate and safe setting.  

An average of 2,241 incidents per day in May saw the patient receiving corridor care for more than 45 

minutes at hospital A&E departments. This includes patients receiving treatment, waiting for 

assessment, admission or transfer, but not delays involving ambulances handing over patients to A&E 
stations. 

 There were a further 699 instances on average each day last month of patients receiving corridor care 

for more than 45 minutes inside hospital wards.  

Siva Anandaciva, of the King’s Fund health think tank, said: “These figures confirm the scale of 

something that should never have been normalised in the NHS. “Patients are routinely being treated in 

hospital corridors, without privacy or dignity.  

Pressure across the whole health and care system is spilling into A&E. “The sheer scale of corridor care 

in the NHS is deeply concerning, equating to three in every 100 who attended an accident and 
emergency department every day.”  

Unison head of health Helga Pile called the data “a step in the right direction” but warned it fails to tell 

the whole story. “Many more people are also trapped in ambulances waiting outside emergency 

departments,” she said. “Car park and corridor care compromise the privacy and dignity of people who 

are sick and vulnerable. “Sheer demand and the crisis in social care mean the NHS is struggling to deliver 

the quality-of-care patients need and NHS staff want to give. 

 “The NHS cannot be expected to continue in this way. Proper investment and a long-term response are 

needed to address staff shortages.” She called a national care service “essential” in resolving “the social 

care bottleneck.”  

“The relentless pressure facing hospitals risks embedding corridor care into the fabric of the NHS. We 

cannot allow that to happen. Patients deserve to be cared for in spaces that enable them to heal and 

recover, not ones that strip away privacy, independence and dignity. Staff deserve adequate space and 

resources to deliver the care they were trained to provide, not where apologies are a constant part of 
care. We owe patients and staff a system that lives up to its principles.” The Royal College of Physicians. 

 In 2025 The Royal College of Nursing (RCN) and the British Medical Association (BMA) in Wales joined 

forces to address the alarming state of corridor care in Welsh hospitals and healthcare services. “Today 

(29 April), they launched a joint petition urging the Welsh Government to take immediate action to end 

the practice of treating patients in corridors, chairs, waiting areas and all other inappropriate 

areas. “Both unions are asking the public to sign the petition after nurses and doctors have reported 

being forced to treat patients in inappropriate and undignified environments putting them at risk of 

significant harm.  “ In Wales, this campaign against corridor care in the NHS as now won the support 

the Older Peoples Commissioner for Wales. 

“At Age UK, we think this is completely unacceptable and we are calling for urgent and decisive action 

from the Government to stamp out Corridor Care and bring down the number of long waits.” 

Source: Morning Star/Keep Our NHS Public/ BMI/AGE UK 
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 11.00 a.m. till 1.00p. 

 New members are always very welcome.   

We also hold monthly social events.  

 Contact: Brian Allbutt 0734226448 or  

email brian.j.allbutt@hotmail.co.uk 

 

                                                                                                                                      

 

 

 

 

 

       Halesowen Pensioners Convention 

The Branch meetings are held on the third Thursday of 

the month in the Shenston Theatre in Halesowen 

Library from 10.30 to 12.30.    

                Future Invited Branch Speaker 

    

July 16th :  Shamin Akhtar Citizens Advice Bureau 

 

August 20th: Local M.P. Alex Ballinger 

 

There are also regular social events and new members 

are always very welcome. 

 

For more information contact Bob Davis: 

Email : bobjjdavies@hotmail.com or 

Call: 07810185318 

 

 

 
 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

  New members Always very welcome. 

 

 

    
 

      
                                

 

                                 
  

  

                                       
  

West Midland Pensioners Convention 

Campaigning on behalf of Today’s and Tomorrow’s 

Pensioners Across the Midland Region 

We have a number of local branches of the West 

Midlands Pensioners Convention alongside 

Regional and local affiliates including Trade 

Unions.     

          We also have Individual Membership. 

Our Regional Council meetings are held on the 

second Thursday of each month between 11.00a.m 

and 1.00 p.m.   

Although our Regional Council meetings are 

delegate-based Visitors and guests always very 

welcome. 

For further information contact: 

Sandra Durkin: 07860576701 

Brian Allbutt: 07342264482 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All WMPC Regional Council Meetings are held at 

the Birmingham UNISON Branch Office: 

                   11.00 a.m. till 1.00 p.m.             

 19th Floor, McClaren Building, Priory Queensway      

                                                 

                 

                              

 
CSPA Birmingham and District Group 

Members meetings are held on the first Wednesday of 

each month at St Michaels Church, Moor Street 

Queensway – beginning at 10.45 – (No meeting in 

October) 

Upcoming social activities:  Friday July 3rd a visit to St. 

Agatha’s Church, Stratford Road, Sparkbrook -11.00 a.m. 

Wednesday August 19th -Stratford on Avon  

For information and to join the group contact the Social 

Secretary: Fiona Scott email fms2015@hotmail.co.uk  or 

call:07746538062. 

 

 

 

          Sandwell and West Birmingham 

Pensioners Convention 
Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month. 

Between 11.00 a.m. and 1.00p.m. 

At West Bromwich Central Library.  

 We are affiliated to the West Midlands Pensioners 

Convention and are involved in the Regional Transport 

Group and the Black Country Integrated Care Board. 

We also hold monthly social events. 

 

New members are always very welcome. 

For more information contact:  

Brian Allbuut on 07342264482 or email: 

Brian.j.allbutt@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

mailto:bobjjdavies@hotmail.com
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